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On Monday September 2, NHK launched “NHK Hybrid-

cast”, a new service that combines broadcasting and communi-

cations. Through Hybridcast, users can access a diverse range 

of information and functions via broadband while watching a TV show. 

The Science & Technology Research Laboratories (STRL) began studying a new 

broadcasting service that would incorporate Internet technologies in 2009. Since then, 

it has developed the technology and standards of Hybridcast, whose name suggests a 

broadcasting service incorporating communications functions. The IPTV Forum Japan* 

established standards for Hybridcast; the public release of version 1.0 of its technical 

specifications was in March. To coordinate the data from the communications channel 

with broadcasting, Hybridcast employs an extension of “HTML5,” a webpage descrip-

tion language that is commonly used on PCs and smart phones. This makes it feasible 

to use a wide range of Web services, including social networks and video-on-demand.

The initial services included “program guide” that covers the last 30 days and the 

next eight days of NHK programming, “news scrolls” that display the latest news from 

selected sources at the bottom of the TV screen, together with weather, sports, and cur-

rency exchange information (See figure). The coming months will see the roll-out of 

services that users will be able to participate in (like quiz programming), video-on-de-

mand, services for smart phones and tablets, and other program-linked service options.

STRL is progressing with research and development of the next genera-

tion of Hybridcast services. The R&D will accelerate towards the goal of pro-

viding more convenient and sophisticated broadcasting services that will en-

compass sports broadcasting with video footage taken from various angles and 

services for high-definition/large-display TVs in the 8k Super Hi-Vision era.

* IPTV Forum Japan: a Japanese standardization organization with participants that include 

NHK, commercial broadcasters, and TV manufacturers.
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