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Interview

Next year is the 80th anniversary of the
start of broadcasting in Japan. This
anniversary coincides with a period of

transformation as digital broadcasting makes its
way into homes and society at large. The advance
of broadcasting technology has made us in the
field keenly aware of the responsibilities,
regarding how new broadcasting services will
benefit the lives of our viewers and how
broadcasting can help to save lives in times of
emergency.

Regular radio broadcasting started in Japan on
March 22, 1925. At the opening ceremony of the
Tokyo Broadcasting Station, the station's first
governor, Shinpei Goto, declared that
broadcasting had four missions: 1) to provide
equal cultural opportunities, 2) to reform life in
the home, 3) to socialize education, and 4) to
increase economic agility. He also emphasized the
need for "autonomous awareness" and "ethical
ideology." The Great Kanto Earthquake, which
had occurred one and a half years prior, was a
impetus to infuse Japanese broadcasting with a
responsibility to protect the lives and the
livelihoods of people in times of emergency. 

TV broadcasting began in 1953, and its
importance in people lives has only grown with
time. This is despite the lucid observations of its
detractors. For instance, the social commentator
Soichi Oya in 1957 criticized the new medium as
being an intellectual scourge in his book "One
Hundred Million: All Dumbing Down." Progress
on the road to the digital broadcasting era has
included the launch of Educational TV
broadcasting in 1959, the beginning of color TV
broadcasting in 1960, the first satellite relay
broadcast delivering the news of the assassination
of John F. Kennedy in 1963, the broadcasts of the
Tokyo Olympics in 1964, and the start of regular
satellite broadcasting in 1989. Broadcasting has
gone through various periods and has dealt with

various issues to become the indispensable
medium that it is today. In particular, radio and
TV took about 30 years each before they could be
said to have attained nationwide coverage. Thus,
as we enter the digital broadcasting era, it will be
beneficial, even necessary, for us to review the
history of broadcasting and its technologies. 

One of the issues we face is finding ways to
accelerate the market penetration of digital
broadcasting services so that by the end of July
2011, the entire country will be receiving digital
TV service. This issue involves how to make a
digital TV available to anyone anywhere. To
achieve this goal, I believe that the history of
broadcasting points to three important
developments or considerations: broadcasting
software, technology, and related costs. The basics
of broadcasting have not changed through the
years. They involve bringing benefits to everyone,
enriching minds, and protecting lives. I think that
besides providing enhanced broadcasting content,
viewers' acceptance of new technologies will
depend on whether the new technologies are
durable, easy-to-use and affordable. The final
concern of related costs involves the "last mile"
problem. This will require human-friendly
technology and highly cost-efficient technology. 

I am convinced that digital broadcasting will
become increasingly closer to people's lives in the
future. That is, it will become a social
infrastructure. This role can only be fulfilled if we
adhere to the ideal that anyone should be able to
receive service no matter where they are. It is my
expectation that STRL will continue to lead the
world not only in developing what is usually
deemed to be cutting-edge TV recording and
display technologies but also in developing
human-friendly technology, technology that
benefits everyone, and cost-efficient technology.
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Bringing TV Back to Its Roots
"Anywhere, Anybody"


