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As the curtain fell on the Athens
Olympics, I had no doubt that Hi-
Vision (HDTV) had finally emerged

onto the world stage. This summer's
Olympics were the first to be relayed to the
world via international joint HDTV
production. In fact, the coverage was the
culmination of work STRL began in 1964,
the year of the Tokyo Olympics.  

NBC (US), Channel 7 (Australia), the
Athens Olympic Korean Pool, and NHK
worked together to relay coverage of this
year's games to the world via European
systems, such as Belgium's Alfacam.
Alfacam started satellite HDTV broadcasting,
called "Euro 1080," in January, and I had the
pleasure of meeting its president, Mr. Gabriel
Fehervari, in February. He impressed me as a
pioneer who recognized the superior
characteristics of HDTV early on, and his
corporation is leading the way in Europe. 

Another leader in popularizing HDTV is
the Rainbow DBS Company based in the US.
Its service "VOOM" delivers 39 HDTV
channels via satellite. In fact, NHK receives
inquiries from all over the world about its
HDTV programs. This all shows that STRL's
long-term studies are beginning to pay off;
soon broadcasting for mobile reception and
broadcasting based on home servers will
show their great potential for new business
opportunities. 

NHK's R&D is so highly valued that people
outside the company have called STRL and
the NHK Archives "Treasure Mountains".
From its name, the Archives might seem
only for preserving old footage. However, it
is actually a hands-on tool for TV
production. STRL's research is also expected
to present a profitable return to society, i.e.,
secondary revenue. NHK-affiliated

organizations are trying to make the most of
our technology. The NHK vision statement
titled "Expanding New Broadcasting Culture
through Digitization" emphasizes that NHK-
attiliate organizations should make social
contributions. Thus, we should ensure that
STRL's technological expertise benefits
society and increases secondary income.

STRL research benefits a broad range of
fields besides broadcasting and
communications. One recent example is
STRL's joint research project with RIKEN and
other institutions that resulted in the first
observations of living protein molecules in a
cell, by using an ultrahigh-sensitivity HARP
HDTV camera developed by STRL.

The HARP camera did not come about in a
single day. Indeed, it is based on an
unconventional idea and was made possible
only through a long and concerted effort.
Our researchers' zeal led them to study in
dark laboratories for ten years. Their work
with "Igossou* spirit of Tosa," which
transforms difficulties into positive results, is
worth "Project X," a popular NHK TV series
on the history of Japanese technical
innovations. HDTV is also the product of
decades of research and development. I
sincerely hope that STRL researchers will
continue to meet the challenges of new
broadcasting technology with no fear of
failure, and with zeal.

* A word to describe the typical disposition of residents in Tosa
(now Kochi prefecture), my homeland. It means being
uncompromising and having a stiff backbone. 
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