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The TVML Player is personal computer software
that automatically produces an animation
directly from a TV program script written in a

language called TVML (TV program Making
Language). STRL has offered TVML Player as
freeware to the general public for the past five years,
with the idea that now anyone can try their hand at
TV program production. 

We recently released the latest version of the
"TVML Player II," which has enhanced functionality
and is easy to operate. This represents an almost
complete-makeover of the previous version of the player. It is now powerful enough to compose
programs in which the CG characters have refined realistic motion. 

TVML is already employed in actual broadcast programs. The NHK General TV program "Can You
Speak English"? has two eggplant look-a-like CG characters (Figure) written using TVML (They tend
to appear rather abruptly on screen). TVML allows non-CG experts to easily produce a CG program,
by simply writing a script on a PC. Can You Speak English? is actually produced in part by technical
school students. It is also used nationwide at universities and vocational schools for making video
production education teaching material or for research purposes. We believe it will be especially
important for media literacy education, for teaching individuals how to express themselves.  

You can download the "TVML Player II" from our homepage now and experience the world of
TVML, which is very unique indeed.
TVML homepage URL: http://www.nhk.or.jp/strl/tvml/ 

Release of the Latest Version of the TVML Player

The Science & Technical Research Laboratories will hold its 2004 Open
House from Thursday, May 27, through Sunday, May 30, presenting
the latest results of its research to the general public.

This year's event has the theme: "Digital technology leads to new forms of
broadcasting and toward the future." Forty exhibits will present STRL's
research under the catch phrase "Dreams ON AIR. Welcome to the Future
Fantastic." These include technologies related to digital terrestrial
broadcasting, new services for digital broadcasting, and fundamental
research on what will be the cornerstones of broadcasting in the future. The
4000 scanning line ultrahigh-definition image system, which will be exhibited at EXPO 2005 in Aichi,
Japan, has been improved since it was last displayed at the 2003 Open House, and an ultrahigh-
definition TV program will be shown at this year's event.

The exhibits are categorized as exhibits detailing STRL's vision of the future, hands-on and
interactive exhibits, and technical exhibits, in the hope of satisfying the curiosity of both the general
public and experts.

Addresses will be presented by researchers working both inside and outside of NHK on the 27th at
the NHK STRL auditorium. Moreover, ten technical presentations will be made by STRL researchers
on the 28th.

These exhibits, addresses, and research presentations will also be reported online. 
URL to NHK STRL Open House     http://www.nhk.or.jp/strl/open2004/en/index.html

Preview of 2004 NHK STRL Open House

TV program "Can you speak English"?


