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It was around 1991-1992, several years after the
start of experimental Hi-Vision (HDTV)
broadcasting using the MUSE system, that I

first visited the Science & Technical Research
Laboratories. I was acting as a tour guide for Diet
members who were knowledgeable about
broadcasting and communications, and I thought
that the tours of STRL showing the VIPs HDTV
and PDP (wall-mountable TV) would eventually
help HDTV to become popular. During these
tours, I listened to explanations given by the
Director-General and then I viewed the projects
that were underway in the various labs. There
were very few people who owned HDTV
systems at that time, and consequently, even
these tech-conscious Diet members were
impressed when they saw HDTV for the first
time. In fact, I recall that the event generated
more surprise among viewers than has seeing our
latest ultrahigh-definition video system with
4,000 scanning lines in action. Of course, there
were also disappointments, such as hearing
someone say: "if only HDTV could have as clear
an image as standard TV", when HDTV and
standard TV were shown side by side. This
comment was probably prompted by the fact that
the HDTV display of the time had a low
luminance and a smaller screen, unlike the
present large HDTV display, which has
outstanding picture quality. Nonetheless, many
of the Diet members viewed HDTV with
amazement. Personally speaking, I was most
impressed with the image taken by an HDTV
camera installed in the old STRL building of a
liquor store 100 meters away. The images were so
sharp that I could read the labels on the sake
bottles in the store! In contrast, the prototype
PDPs were still at the developmental stage; their
screens were rather dark and their operational life
was short. Although words were the only
adequate description for the point reached in

PDP research at that time, the potential appeared
to be there. All the Diet members who toured
STRL made remarks, such as: "there's no doubt
that the future will be an age of wall-mounted
TVs." The reason I kept up arranging VIP tours of
STRL was the existence of a system called Clear
Vision, which at the time was being promoted as
an alternative to NHK's Hi-Vision system. These
days, there is no disagreement about the
superiority of Hi-Vision, but back then, some
groups had pushed for a Clear Vision standard.

I have related these stories because I have
come to the keen realization that to acquaint
people with NHK, nothing is better than having
them actually see our technologies. One of the
things that makes NHK important is that it has an
internationally renowned laboratory that
specializes in broadcasting technology. We can
proudly say that NHK's broadcasting technology
is the best in the world-the strongest advantage
any broadcaster could have. Last year, with help
of Director-General Sei Miyake and Deputy
Director-General Keiichi Kubota, we exhibited
new services that link broadcasting with
communications at the Chiyoda Hoso Kaikan.
Many people visited this event, including the
Minister of Public Management, Home Affairs,
Posts and Telecommunications. The momentous
task we are now facing is to determine the roles
that a public broadcaster should play in the
digital era. An expanded mission for NHK cannot
be fulfilled within the framework of conventional
broadcasting, and I am firmly convinced that this
fact speaks loudest about the need to continue
leading-edge R&D at STRL.
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