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Broadcast Technology

The 57th Open House of the Science & Technical
Research Laboratories was open to the general
public from May 22 to 25. This year's open

house was one day longer than usual and attracted
28,615 visitors.

This year is the 50th anniversary of TV
broadcasting in Japan. It will also mark the start of
digital terrestrial broadcasting in the three major
metropolitan areas of Tokyo, Osaka, and Nagoya in
December. Appropriate to such a background, this
year's open house had the themes "Fifty Years of TV,
Digital Terrestrial Broadcasting, Toward Future
Broadcasting," and featured a total of 35 exhibits,
which were categorized as "Vision exhibitions,"
"General exhibitions," and "Technical exhibitions," in the hope of satisfying the
curiosity of both the general public and experts.

The opening ceremony was held on the 20th, prior to the open house for the general
public. Dr. Sei Miyake, Director-General of STRL, greeted the audience, and Mr. Katsuji
Ebisawa, President of NHK, gave the first address, which was followed by
congratulatory addresses by Mr. Takehiko Endo, Chairman of the House of
Representatives Committee on Public Management, Home Affairs, Posts and
Telecommunications (PHPT), and Mr. Tsutomu Yamazaki, Chairman of the House of
Councilors Committee on PHPT. On the 22nd, following a keynote speech by Dr.
Miyake, addresses were presented by Mr. Mark Richer, President of the Advanced
Television Systems Committee (ATSC), and Mr. Takashi Okamoto, Director of the
NHK Broadcasting Culture Research Institute. The panel discussions on that day
featured six panelists from different fields, including administration, broadcasting, and
telecommunications, and concerned the impact of digital terrestrial broadcasting.
Seven technical presentations were made by STRL researchers on the 23rd, on topics
related to digital broadcasting services. On the 24th, STRL staff held classes for
elementary and junior high school pupils on the topics of "How can TV present
images?" and "A world of three-dimensional sound". Programs on the last day of the

open house included the "NHK
animation/puppet shows festival," which
delighted the youngsters in attendance.

The visitors to the open house made
comments such as "I look forward to your
open house every year" and "I was able to
understand digital terrestrial
broadcasting." These encouraging
comments gave us ideas on how to
enhance future STRL open houses.


