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NHK Science and Technical  Research Laboratories

STRL

no.14
The Science & Technical Research

Laboratories will hold its 2003 open
house from Thursday, May 22, through

Sunday, May 25, presenting the latest results of
its research to the general public. This open
house is an annual event commemorating the
foundation of STRL on June 1, 1930. This year's
event has the theme: "The Fiftieth Anniversary
of Television, Digital Terrestrial Broadcasting,
and toward the Future." Thirty-five exhibition
items will be presented, including technologies
related to digital terrestrial broadcasting, a 4,000-scanning line ultrahigh definition
image system, new services using networks, and flexible displays. In addition to
these exhibitions, a special exhibition on Japanese TV's 50th anniversary will review
the fifty years of advancement in broadcasting technology.

On the 22nd, visitors can attend the symposium, which includes the key-note address
by STRL Director-General Sei Miyake, and two addresses by guest speakers from the US
and China. They will be followed by a panel discussion. The topic of this symposium is
"Digital terrestrial broadcasting: Its scenario in the US, China, and Japan". On the 23rd,
STRL research engineers will present some of their research.

These exhibitions, addresses, and research presentations will also be reported online. 
URL to NHK STRL Open House     http://www.nhk.or.jp/strl/open2003/en/index-e.html

Preview of 2003 NHK STRL Open House

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of Television in Japan

On February 1, 1953, NHK commenced regular broadcasting of television programming.
February 1, 2003, thus marks the 50th anniversary of TV in Japan. To celebrate this occasion,
NHK is going to hold a variety of commemorative events. In particular, TV specials and a talk
show have been held at NHK Hall. In these programs, prominent people who have lived
during this TV era and created TV programming have shared their views on TV's history and its
future, based on their own experiences.

The Broadcast Museum located at Atagoyama reopened on February 1, after having been
renovated. The theme of the new exhibition hall is "50 years of TV broadcasting." With
presentation materials from various programs that have been broadcast over the years, the
exhibition rooms have extensive broadcasting support systems that tell the story of
broadcasting technology's progress over the years, including the development of cameras,
microphones, and VCRs. On exhibit are historically important broadcasting equipment, such
as the first domestically produced camera, made by STRL, a twin-tube color camera that was
used for the Tokyo Olympics broadcast, and the first Hi-Vision (HDTV) camera constructed by
STRL. These are together with the latest STRL research accomplishments, including an
ultrahigh-sensitivity HDTV New Super-HARP camera, and a high-performance, ultra-small IC
microphone, which can be mass-produced with an IC manufacturing process.

Other projects include the first HDTV relay broadcast from the Antarctic and simultaneous
aurora observations in the Arctic and Antarctic, scheduled for this autumn. For the aurora
observations, the ultrahigh-sensitivity HDTV camera developed by STRL will show its
outstanding performance. In addition to their being either the first in the world or at the
cutting-edge of technology, we believe that the images will have the power to reveal the
essential function of TV, "Tele-vision (seeing far)," and bring excitement and a new sense of
discovery to viewers. 
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