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Mr. Yoshihiko Takada, who was NHK's Executive Director-General of Engineering and
the first Director-General of STRL at its founding in 1930, stated, "broadcasting is a social
operation that applies the latest scientific principles." His philosophy is just as true today
as it was in 1930. Our research targeting the broadcasting services of the future needs to
proceed in concert with changing social needs and culture. The desire for Tele-Vision (to
see far away) has been satisfied in a superficial sense. However, it is also true that the
people's desires will not be completely fulfilled by just seeing things that are far away.
Fulfilling our desires and enriching our lives require a review of the past, an examination
of ourselves, and in the future, these goals could be reached if we had the ability to see
anything we desire, anytime and anywhere. New dreams, and the problems that need
to be overcome to fulfill them, are growing more than ever before, and many new
research fields have emerged. For example, STRL's latest research is on terrestrial
broadcasting for portable reception services that can receive programs anywhere,
ultrahigh-definition television systems with 4000 scanning lines that convey to the
viewer a strong sense of reality, and program request services over networks that let any
HDTV program broadcast within one week be viewed on demand. We wish this 50th
anniversary of television broadcasting in Japan to be a year when researchers, engineers,
and program producers come together, not only to ponder the meaning of Mr. Takada's
words, but also to consider the kind of culture TV can create in the next 50 years.
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The New Super-HARP HDTV camera, developed by STRL, is being used to produce
programs that exploit its extraordinary sensitivity.

It was used in the program "Mitsuaki Iwago Captures the North - Crossing the Sky
with the Aurora," broadcast on the BS Hi-Vision channel on January 17, 2003, to
record scenes such as the challenge Mr. Iwago faced as he tried to capture the aurora
on videotape while he was flying in a balloon. It also gave viewers a look into the
"mysterious world of the north (Churchill, Canada)" with breathtakingly vivid and
powerful HDTV images.

This camera will also be used in one of this
year's 50th anniversary programs, in which
we hope to shoot the fantastic Arctic and
Antarctic auroras simultaneously. The
camera's ultrahigh sensitivity will be needed
to capture such dynamic phenomena for
HDTV. 

Ultrahigh-sensitivity New Super-HARP Camera Proves Its
Outstanding Performance in a Travel Program
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