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From the Editor

We are pleased to present NHK Broadcasting Studies No. 9. Although the
NHK Broadcasting Culture Research Institute puts out several periodicals,
most of them are published in Japanese only. NHK Broadcasting Studies (for-
merly published under the title Studies of Broadcasting, from 1963 to 1999) is
our primary regular English-language publication.

This issue includes a selection of six articles by Institute members origi-
nally published in Hoso kenkyu to chosa, NHK’s monthly journal reporting on
broadcast research. The opening article by Hirata Akihiro, Morofuji Emi, and
Aramaki Hiroshi reports on long-term changes in Japanese attitudes and
behavior toward television, based on the results of the sixth survey on “The
Japanese and Television.” The survey, which has been conducted by the NHK
Broadcasting Culture Research Institute every five years since 1985, indicates
that television has been a medium accessed by more than 90 percent of
Japanese people every day over 25 years and that it has retained an important
position among the media in general. A comparison of the results of the sur-
veys between 2005 and 2010, however, shows that television plays a some-
what diminished role in the lives of the younger generation.

The next article, by Kono Kei, Hara Miwako, and Nishi Kumiko, intro-
duces the findings of the “2009 Survey on Political and Social Awareness,”
which assessed the awareness of Japanese voters in 2009 at a time of major
political change. The survey was held three months after the change of gov-
ernments. The questions making up the survey are divided under the follow-
ing major headings: basic attitudes towards life, participation in social
activities and view of society, interest in politics and political issues of great-
est concern, political action, evaluation of politics, and views of political par-
ties.

There has been mounting interest in the academic uses of broadcast pro-
gram archives in recent years in Japan. The article by Higashino Makoto and
Nanasawa Kiyoshi presents a digest of the proceedings of the workshop
“Archives Studies Getting in Motion: Perspectives on the History of
Television Documentaries in Japan” held by the NHK Broadcasting Culture
Research Institute in 2010. Reports and discussion at the workshop centered
on the research project as a collaboration between BCRI and Professor Niwa
Yoshiyuki of the University of Tokyo Interfaculty Initiative in Information
Studies.
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The article by Yonekura Ritsu and Tani Masana focuses on the role of
broadcasting in a multicultural society. The number of foreign residents in
Japan has rapidly risen over the past 15 to 20 years, although the ratio of that
figure to the total population is still very limited compared to other countries.
How should the media, and the broadcast media in particular, address growing
multiculturalism in Japan? The authors present the results of an interview sur-
vey conducted in the city of Hamamatsu, Shizuoka prefecture which has a siz-
able Brazilian community.

The study by Yonekura Ritsu and Hirotani Kyoko takes a fresh analytical
approach to television programming by focusing on the evolution of TV art—
the studio sets, clothing, titles and graphics, and other props seen on-screen.
The authors take up two popular newscaster shows, one from NHK and the
other from one of the commercial networks. The authors believe this research
sheds new light not only on the history of the modes of expression and tech-
niques that have been tried on TV, but also on the social, cultural, and histor-
ical development of television as a medium.

The final article by Yamada Ken’ichi deals with media trends in China.
Major media organizations in China have recently stepped up their efforts to
reach a wider international audience and provide more information about
China to the world. This article begins by outlining the Chinese government’s
media policy and its campaign to globalize its media output. Based on field
study in China, Yamada examines the effort being made by China’s major
media organizations and considers the impact those efforts could have both
within China and abroad.

This issue covers a wide variety of topics, from long-term trends in
Japanese attitudes and behavior to television and other media, to the role of
broadcasting media in a multicultural society, as well as looking at media
trends in other parts of Asia. We hope you will find this issue informative and
stimulating and we look forward to receiving your comments on the studies
included.
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